Mount Zion Burial Ground Update November 2025
 
The Calderdale Circuit is committed to maintaining a safe environment for the graveyards under its care and as part of that ongoing commitment, and along with the tragic events at Rawtenstall Cemetery, it took the difficult decision to temporarily close the burial ground at Mount Zion. The circuit commissioned a graveyard monument survey, to be undertaken by a Chartered Architect and Historic Building Consultant to fully understand the scope of the problem.
 
The survey has identified a large number of gravestones as high-risk items, it classified them as a Level 1 risk, with the description "Immediate action is required to make the memorial safe or to stop the public accessing the memorial."  
 
The results of this survey are now available on the burial ground data base which may be accessed direct via this link https://www.mountzionhalifax.org.uk/  or via the burial page on the Mount Zion website https://mountzion.cmch.org.uk/  We encourage people to use the interactive graveyard map and the search facility on the database.  This will allow people to review the status of their family graves. There are also details of how to contact the circuit, using the graveyard email, if your monument is identified as at risk.
 
The circuit will be starting a programme of activities to make the graveyard safe, with the aim to re-open the graveyard.  This work will be applied to all high-risk items using a local contractor, with extensive experience in Graveyard memorials, to make these memorials safe, the result will be that the monument may be carefully laid down in the confines of the grave plot.
 
Any action taken will only be done as a result of the survey,  will be done for safety reasons and will be done in a careful and considered way. No disrespect is intended, only a concern about ongoing safety.
 
If you are intending on restoring the monument, we ask that you please contact us prior to any work, for our approval, as owners of the graveyard. Please can you also ensure that any work complies with the National Association of Memorial Masons Code of practice. Please note, you cannot just re-stand up the monument as this does not resolve the safety issue identified. 
 
The circuit is very sorry for any distress the closure has caused and hope you understand why this action was taken.
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